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PREFACE

Hayom-Yom!: “The Alter Rebbe once summoned a
young disciple of the Maggid and said to him in
his customary chant: I have the mitzva of onnvy”’
799335 (Teach them to your children). You have the
mitzva of sustaining and providing for your
family. Let us make an exchange. I will give you
what you need to fulfill your mitzva and you will
teach my son (who was later the Mitteler Rebbe).

Then the Rebbe explained the method of

! Hayom Yom, 8 Adar-I.



instruction: The first thing is to teach the letters,
alef, beis and so on. What is an alef? A dot above,
a dot below and a line between - this is an alef.
A child must know that the alef of Torah is a yud
above, a yud below, and a line of faith that joins
them. Another version: A Yud above - this is the
soul; a yid (Jew) below - this is the body; a line of

Yir'as Shamayim (fear of Heaven) in the center”.

The Alter Rebbe is hereby setting the goal of
teaching children in general, and of teaching Alef
Beis, the ‘Yesod’ of Torah, in particular: that it is not
merely to provide him with a “reading tool”, but
rather, to teach him what is the inner significance
and the “neshama” of the Alef Beis too, thereby
instilling Emunah and Yir’as Shamayim into the
delicate mind and heart of the child. As the Frierdiker
Rebbe describes it2: “By the Melamdim of the past,
the letters of the Torah burned in their hearts,
and not only in the heart, but while they taught
children alef-beis, the Alef was burning, Komatz

Alef, the Komatz was burning.

2 Sefer HaSichos 5741 (Lahak), page 105.
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Yes, the letters of the Torah were burning
in their heart, and this is what they implanted

into the children".

Consequently, we must use the correct method
in teaching the Alef Beis to the child, so that the

desired goal is achieved.

Introduction

The Alef Beis letters are holy. The Torah was
written with these holy letters, so too, the entire
Universe was created by means of Ten Utterances of

Creation that are comprised of the same holy letters.

The very first thing that a child is taught when
he enters the Cheder (Hachnoso L’Cheders3) is the
Alef Beis, which will serve him as a foundation for all

the Torah that he will be studying during his lifetime.

After learning the Alef-Beis letters, the child is

taught the Nekudos (vowels), as well as how to

3 Please visit wwwChinuchtime.com for elaborate article on this.
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combine them with the letters, and then finally how

to read Lashon-HaKodesh.

Now, although one might assume that teaching
a child how to read is merely a “means” to “the more
important thing”, reading and learning Hashem’s
Torah. And if so, it really shouldn’t matter how one
accomplishes this task, and which methods are used.
Consequently, the sooner it gets accomplished, the

better.

However, our Rebbeim have taught us, in the
most clear terms, that it is definitely not so at all. It

is not merely a “means” to reach another goal.
Therefore:

1) It matters very much how we approach this
holy task. Which methods are used to teach the child

to read.

2) Time is not at all of the essence, that means,
that we should not be concerned at all about how
much time it will take the child to master it, for, the
actual learning how to read, is a goal in itself, and is

in fact an extremely important stage in the child’s
5



spiritual development and growth (as will be

mentioned later in detail).

This is why Gedolei Yisroel throughout the
generations, as well as our Rebbeim, have put so
much focus and emphasis on this matter. Namely, to

teach the Alef Beis exclusively Al-Pi-Mesora.
The Rebbe says in a Sicha#*:

“It is the Horo’oh of our Rebbeim to teach children

the letters separately, the Nekudos separately, and

only afterwards, as a separate study, to blend them

together.”

This means that there are basically three stages to be

followed:

1) To first teach the letters of the Alef-Beis by their
respective holy names (Alef, Beis etc.)

2)To separately teach them the Nekudos by their

respective holy names, Komatz, Patach, etc.

4 Hisvaaduyos 5782 Vol. 4 page 2123 - To view a video-clip of the sicha, please use
the following link : chabad.org/942199
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3) Then, finally, to teach him how to join them together,

“Komatz Alef Aw” “Komatz Beis Baw” etc.

However, there were (and are) other educators,
who tried to introduce other methods (versus the
Mesora) how to read Lashon Hakodesh, thereby
skipping (partially, or, entirely) the three above-
mentioned crucial stages, claiming, that it is “for the
benefit” of the child. And what more, that they will

get to read Hebrew sooner.

What is the other shitah? By seeing what the
Rebbeim reject in their sichos, letters etc. as far as
what is the right or wrong way of teaching Kiah, one
can deduce that the following modern methods are

incorrect and should never be used.

a. They skip the process of teaching the children
the holy names of the Alef-Beis and of the Nekudos.

b.They teach the children =3 2 2 x (Ih Bih Vih
Gih....), as if there is a “Shevah” beneath the letters.

c. Then, they teach the child to blend the letters
with the nekudos. For example, they show the child

1 X and teach him to say Uh Boh (not “Komatz Alef
7



Uh”). Likewise with the rest of the letters and

nekudos.

d. Consequently, they move on to “sight-words”,
showing the child complete words, such as n»a ,NxaN
etc. and have him train his mind to memorize these
words as “pictures”, and then be able to recognize
them at a glance®. And several other new methods,

which is superfluous to mention here.

The Frierdiker Rebbe and The Rebbe both wrote
extensively, in their Maamorim, Sichos Kodesh, and
Igros Kodesh, that the method of teaching children
how to read Lashon HaKodesh must be exclusively
Al-Pi-Mesorah, and not to introduce any new
methods, which are not according to the Mesorah.
This is very holy and will affect their destiny in
yiddishkeit.

The following is a presentation of the teachings
of our Rebbeim on this subject, to be publicized as

far and wide as at all possible.

® Although might be a good “tool” for good and fluent reading, but, only at a later stage,
that is, after the child mastered the above-mentioned first three stages.
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The Alter Rebbe’s Horo’h - Teach Komatz Alef aw

In a holy manuscript® of the Frierdiker Rebbe it

says:

“The Alter Rebbe has instructed, that one should
teach children alef-beis with nekudos, Komatz Alef
Aw komatz beis baw.. And take special care that the
children should read clearly. An angel is created
from each and every word, and these angels protect
the children as well as their parents.”
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Holy manuscript of the Frierdiker Rebbe

Teaching the Alef-Beis and Nekudos separately,

engraves its holiness into the children

6 Published in Beis Moshiach #431.



The Rebbe writes” to an educator who asked how

to teach children to read:

“It is obvious that one must teach children how to
read by first teaching them the letters separately and
the the Nekudos separately.

As it is a well-known fact as to how much the
Gedolei Yisroel as well as our saintly Rebbeim “waged
wars” for this purpose, to engrave into the children the
holiness of the Alef-Beis letters and the holiness of the
Nekudos”.

The Holliness of the Letters and Nekudos

Do the letters of the Alef-Beis have an inherent

Kedusha, and is this mentioned in Shulchan Aruch?
Answer:

This was actually written much before the
shulchan-aruch. That is, in the Gemara Shabbos (104
a) as well as in several places in the Holy Zohar and

in the Tikkunei-Zohar.

7 Igros Kodesh Vol. 8 page 82
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Likewise, concerning the Nekudos (See Tikkunei-

Zohar, Tikkun 5, 21. Zohar-Chadash in the Tikkunim)

8

The Importance

“I enjoyed hearing about your involvement in Chinuch
and that you teach only by the way of the Mesorah,
namely, emphasizing the Kedusha of letters and

Nekudos, “Komatz Alef, Komatz Beis,” etc.

8 Igros Kodesh Volume 11, page 9. The Rebbe continues in that letter: "Now, all the
above is very simple and understandable. However, the fact that there are those who
question it (and argue about it), it is merely because this is their one and only “excuse”
to justify to themselves, how do they dare to transgress the mitzvos of our Torah,
Toras-Chayim (the Living Totarh).

They are simply too embarrassed to say that their Ta’ava (lust) is so strong, that they
cannot stand up against it. So he consequently tries to “explain” it, and thus remove
the 99 from his neck, and place a doubt in the entire matter.

And in general - he must clearly realize, that it is either one of the following two
options:

Either we believe that the Torah if from Heaven, and thus, as the P’sak din of the
Rambam, that anyone who says, that the entire Torah is indeed from Heaven, except
for one single letter, then, this is entirely contrary to our faith. Thus, he who refuses
to accept the Horo’os of the Torah, is automatically placing a doubt in the “Anochi
Hashem Elokecha” of the Written Torah.

And so far as those who believe that Hashem is the Creator of the world - only on Yom
Kippur during the recital of “Yizkor” in shul, versus the entire year and the weekdays
- this is totally illogical.

And whoever believes so innocently, belongs in a mental institution, R"L. As
mentioned, it is merely for the fact that there are some people who do not want to
wage war against their Yetzer Hara, so they try to use this as an “excuse” for the sins

that they commit."
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And any p>7xnv educational books should not be seen
nor found in your cheder, and may you be blessed

with many blessings.

And may you be granted success in your holy work, to

raise G-d-fearing students”™.

The Nekuda of Yiddishkite, gets

strengthened

“The reinforcement and strengthening study of Torah
purely, pushes away and eliminates all disturbances

and delays.

The main thing is the learning of schoolchildren,
who’s voice contains no sin. The study should be with
Yiras-Shamayim, that it, that they should know of the
Kedusha of the letters. They are to know that the
shapes of the Alef-Beis, as well as theit cantilation
and pronunciation, were all transmitted to us at Har-

Sinai.

% Igros Kodesh, Of Rayatz, Vol. 8 page 323.
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It is then that the inner-most Nekuda, which is the
Nekuda of Yiddishkite, gets strengthened and takes

root.

May their hearts be faithful to Hashem and His Torah,

forever.10”

What’s the rush?!

In a Sicha of Purim!!, the Rebbe addresses the

issue of “delay” and says:

“We must Begin the Chinuch of children in the
correct order: namely, to educate a “Dor Yesharim
Yevorach”. This is accomplished by teaching the them

Hashem’s Torah, in the ways of Hashem.

For example - as my father-in-law, the Rebbe,
would say concerning the teaching of Aleph Beis,
along with the Kedusha of the letters and kedusha of
the Nekudos. That is, to teach them “Kametz Alef Uh,

Kametz Beis Buh”.

10 Sefer HaMaamarim, 5689, page 116.
11 Sichos Kodesh 5716 page 184
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And not think it would be better to save time for
Hashem’s sake, by trying to ensure that the child will
learn to read as soon as possible, without telling him
about the Kedusha of the le tters and kedusha of the

Nekudos, as long as he could be “whistling bird ...”

- Time belongs to Hahem, and if one does not try
to save time (but rather, he teaches the children with
the Kedusha of the letters and kedusha of the
Nekudos), Hashem with then compensate him with
longevity and good years, so that he can add even

»

more more ..

It does not slow them down -

it is quite the contrary!

“It is the Horo’oh of our Rebbeim to teach children
how to read, by first teaching them the Iletters

separately, then the Nekudos separately, and only

14



afterwards, as a separate step, to blend them

together!2,

Not as those who mistakenly claim that by using

the Mesora’dike method we “slow down” the child’s

development and progress in reading!3. This is not

,))

true, for the opposite is true

Specifically by teaching the child in the
mesora'dike way, do we imbue within him the “Alef”

of the entire yidishkeit!

As my father-in-law, the Rebbe, has explained,
that by learning with a child "Komatz-Alef-uh', it is
connected to the letter Alef of the very first word of the
Aseres-HaDibros, "Anochi". ("Alef’ represents the
"Alufoy-Shel-Oylom" - Master of the world.). Thus, by

12 5500 1929 1955 NYNNNA PINHNT INTPNA /NN Y17 YD /5N WY 11PN 19D NN
A ,979X XD R 79 INNYY DT 53 $7 19 9IR DPMND NN W MY D> 53 09V 11900
111295 55NN NMIXD NN 99 111959 DIIYWS TUNI ,NPMXD 9N 95 191,553 NIN 2 79 INNSY
NN 93 999N Y1 939 TUNRIY ,MNPIN AN 93 191,990 111 HND 1N ¥DP INT IV ININN MNP
%20 HNM X 197 979K HNN XD Y97 DX VNS MTIPIN YISY 11155 5501 MNPINI NPIIND
0399 29 PYNA AT TMY [PINNM] ..A9YTY DI AT Y3 HNPINY NPIIND INY Nt 797 9y 19 2
(9"MNNN) APINRRD TN XY L1999 1253

13 Also see, Sichos Kodesh 5729, page 48 : “By specifically teaching in the proper way,
Al-Pi HaMesorah, does the learning add Yiras-Shamayim to the child.

Now that we are on the threshold of Moshiach, when everything becomes much
clearer, the methodology-experts too have realized that the truth of the matter is, that
specifically by teaching the child in the Mesora’dike way, one will succeed. Although
it may seem that by using another method, it can take less time. Although this way
might be more time-consuming.
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teaching the child "Komatz-Alef-aw", we “connect” him
with the entire Torah (which is included in the Aseres-

HaDibros
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16 Hisvaaduyos 5782 Vol. 4 page 2123. See also, Sichos Kodesh 5731 , layl simchas

Torah, page 87. The Rebbe continues on there, as follows :
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Alef-Beis, Nekudos and their names are from Har

Sinai.
The Rebbe writes!”:

“I had pleasure reading in your letter, that you
teach your class according to the mesorah of our holy
ancestors, Komatz Alef Aw. Concerning the holiness of
the Alef-Beis letters and the Nekudos, It is known, that
they originate from Moshe Rabeinu who received it
from Hashem at Har Sinai. This is known and obvious

in the Zohar and in Tikkunei-Zohar.

And not only the letters and nekudos themselves,
but also their names. It is written in the above places,
that the names of the nekudos are actually the
acronym (Roshei-Teivos) of the names of Malochim

(Heavenly Angels) etc.”

The advantage of teaching the Nekudos

1 (HD0-) 725 MN) PNY Y] LT75Y LONRMIPA TNV WN PD PRI .MTID ¥ DNNAIPA 0XT
P[50 R7AVIN AI2TN ORIV NN TIVD UNYY PN NYNY [, DNINRD MIATH Ty NXINY
.(OMnnn)

17 1gros Kodesh of the Rebbe, vol 13 page 93.
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by their names

In one of the Igros Kodesh18 the Rebbe explains
the advantage of the Alef-Beis Chart as it has been
printed by Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch (included in
every Tehillas Hashem Siddur):

“We acknowledge the receipt of the Alef-Beis
chart that you sent us. Amongst the differences
between the Alef-Beis chart that was published by
Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch, versus the one you sent us,
there is one fundamental difference, that the Nekudos
(in our publication) are printed along with their names,
Komatz, Patoch etc. Versus the other alef beis chart,
which do not have the names, in which case, not only
will the child never learn the true names of the
Nekudos, but also, there is another problem, that the
Nekudos will not be pronounced by themselves [as
“Komatz” “Patach”], but rather, as if they are
connected to letters [“Uh” “Ah”]. The extent and

18 Vol. 1 page 188.
INRIPI “[3'71 ,NAPN S YMNY N YD NNNN NPIIN : NPNIND pAY, PN DIMY MTIN XN VTY
TNV TT> NI N WTPN N DRIV NPTIN NIY P I WTPN 971N 1INRY 19D RPMN [NINUN]
N7UINN) .INIPA NDNON NN MTIO 1N YN ,1D) NNNY WX PI9D NAIND NN T, (0,0
.OMnnmn) 1.OPTYTOINN YT RY TP 97 Dav
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urgency of this matter, in regard to the child’s Chinuch
Al Taharas HaKodesh, is self-understood.”.

MNPV YY MYAT NN /Y PPN DNTPND INT 9PN PIYN
DN AU (RWAINY DIDTA )Y DY 47 DIYPIN) WTN 1012, MNP
AU 19 1939 S9DIN N7 R7IN 19, 05NN MNPUN N9
Y0 PO HAYN K9 NN 7993 ,99Y NP NPIY 1NN 23
197, 093979 112939 .09M NP 193N /3

This way instills Yiras-Shomayim

The Frierdiker Rebbe writes in a Maamor?0 :

“By learning exclusively in this manner, there is

a Kedusha and a G-dly Koach which awakens the

inner strengths of the Neshama. As we can see vividly,

0P AN) NP Y X TID YN P wTp MmN P
,1172PN OV PMNY N 1N DNND NVPMNY : NPIMIND DY /PN MNY MTIN NN 377y
N ANNIY NPMIN MY PN YTPN 973N 1INRY NI RPN [MNYN] INIPI T
N2 W 101 ININY WNA 1799 N2IND NRN T L3, 00 MNY) T 1N N wIpN
7.OPTIT ONXR DT LNRMY TP 9T DAY R’YINND) ONIPA NDNON NN MO
.(OMmnnn)

20 Sefer HaMaamorim 5687, page 200.
129 DWW YT PWANIN PN 2T 20NN DN 290 ¥DINN D0 KN : POIND YN
GIONR N"IP P ORIV 552 1yNY XD 0PN MNPN 21V : 2D YO HOIITIVA I 2290 WITPD
NNNN YNVY .V 25 DNIVR DY 1217 979N 3 T2 NNIN YT DAUN T P00 DNN AN IIN Y

NDPO 9UON NNDP N LOMNNND INK T2 NNPDY ,I10WN 5510 WK DN YOV NN NNYD XN
.(OMNnN) 797N DIXININ DMIIAND YOV
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that all those who learn in this manner, have an inner

Yiras-Shomayim, and are sensitive to G-dly matters.

The case is not so by those who are taught by
other methods. It actually blinds (ovpvp) their brain
and heart .. and considering the great virtue in
learning the Alef-Beis letters specifically in the correct
way, it is the obligation of every parent to do the
utmost possible to teach his child and grandchild
specifically in this manner. Because the letters
themselves contain within holiness and a G-dly Koach

to arouse the inner koichois of the Nashama.”
Destroying the inborn pure and genuine hearts
of the children

“Those chedarim and teachers who do not teach
in the proper way, kametz alef uh, kametz beis buh,
but, instead, they teach them “uh, buh” (similar to the
ways of teaching other [unholy] languages. They are
profaning the wnpz 1777 (the Beauty of its Holliness),

and are breaking and destroying the inborn pure and
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genuine hearts of the children, in regard to the

holiness of the Alef-Beis letters and Nekudos”™?1.
The gravity of using the “New” method

“In the year 5688, when I arrived in Riga , Latvia, I
found the Yeshiva "Torah and Derech Eretz " and I told
them this is not the correct objective, it has to rather

be Torah with Yiras-Shomayim.

With a child should learn a “Komatz Alef Uh, Patach
Beis Bah’”, unlike the way it is in Sefer “Raishis-
Da’as”, which is in fact not “Raishis-Da’as” [="the

»

beginning of knowledge”|, but rather “B’lee-Da’as

21 Sefer hasichos 5701 (Hebrew version), page 75. In the footnote, it adds:
(DWY2,08) ONPINA YTN IANT (OWY A, TP) VO PN OV (DY 2 ,3) NNTPNA NN MNP : IR
LTIV 20N N0 YN TN Y L0700

In his Sefer, Michtav M’Eilyahu, Harav Dessler writes as follows:
,MYTNNN D2 NXID OV P, ITIPIN NPMIRD TIIDA NWITP DY PIY WIHORTIA N : POIND ¥
TN TAONN DAN .NIXPN TITN INK WIND TNX M HOXTNA MWD DX P THOD DN PN ON
PRY TINODN APV NI, NANNRD DX DY IR NN DV DNV ,MINN DX IYITPN NN NOND
MTIPN NPMXI MYDNDNA NANKD NTNPN NOND ¥ .0DIYIY DINKD OXTION Y52 ymnd
D»N MNTINI) NATIN DMYRID ¥ ... X GOR XIP TIDA PPIITY NONX DY 1NYL INT N TN
LDOWYTPN NPMND DX PIPNN DY 220D PR (DMYNRI T ,0PDN 1WA 500N NYIND
YO MDIANY,NYITPN 1PNINN NAND) D2 IWN YNHIPN NPMIN MDIAN DX 9D 1150 T1HHNN NN
NPNINN MNNN DI NN NHN PNIDY ,INNNA 172 XN OT DY NYTPMIY NNWITP DIVHD WHPN
YIPIN N GO XIP DONMIN ITNDY OX INY INDY IRTN N3 WHIPN NYII MTIPN NPIIND YN
(OMmnn) (362 TiNY, 01N XN ) TID NNPINND ANIN) .INY MIPNNA NNNL DY NXTY D)2

DYNRY DN OXTHYN DX TINDD DN NI’ DAY YPAY NAN 1N MDD ININKD 177 NWITL
129 72 SV MPONVY YA, MTNIPI 292 NN IWITPN NNINN MNT .MTIPIN DY NPMIND O>T1I0N0
WY DVYTPN DIND NPMIND NPH MTIPIN OT 5y OOM) MTIPIN DY NWITPN NNNN DXTMD
NTIPN NPMXDN N NPNN DPHON — NN NNDP P01 — MTIPIN 202 DXTNYNN DY DXTMOY

(OMNNN) (WTRND OXNNN ,TI 9T 0 WO MIIT)
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[="Lacking-Knowledge”], stemming from “Kalay-

HaDa’as” [=Unreliable people].

Also amongst the kings of Israel, the most unrefined
among them was Achav, who was corrupt in middos ..
and opinions ... As the chazal say: why was he named
Achaz? Because he seized [=Achaz] the shuls and
Batei-Midrash, that there shall not be any school-

children.

His intention was, that the study should be
according to the new teaching methods, namely, not
to teach “Komatz Alef Uh, Patach Beis Bah” but rather
, to teach them “Uh, Buh” etc. thereby omitting the

study of the nekudos by their respective names.

Conversely, while learning with your child the

nekudos, it instills in him the kedusha

3902 1339 AWNY NNNIY NPIND 1IN ,MNPIN ,0Y0N
AT — 1950 OY NN DIV 9N 7 PTIPINR /1 1IN 9INIYS
, 02090 292 14997 Oy DX1MIYYI IN LW MIY0NN NI 11 UMM
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AN DR, NWITP YA AT 9N N7V RPN ,PIN MNP
2322 37N

By teaching “Komatz Alef Uh”, we are

guaranteed that he will remain a faithful Yid

“One must teach the children by teaching them
“Komatz Alef Uh, Komatz Beis Buh”. »x37 means
“Arrived”, namely, the revelation of G-dliness has

arrived [into the child].

For the Alef-Beis letters are actually “Vessels” (0252)
to receive the Light of the Torah, which is Hashem’s
Wisdom.

However, this takes place only if he says “Komatz
Alef Uh, Komatz Beis Buh”. but, if he does not say
Komatz Alef etc., then the child would eventually, G-d
forbid, become a “kofer” (non-believer) in Hashem

12°5N.

142 7y 30 .490 1y 27N P MR 0) POV . 209 Y .(P1Y3) TrUnmn mndwin 190 2
3231y N

23 Sefer HaSichos 5704, (Hebrew ver.) page 142.
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On the other hand, however, if we teach him
“Komatz Alef Uh, Komatz Beis Buh”, he will then

remain a believer in Hashem. 724
Who will say Kaddish?!

“The letters as well as the Nekudos of the Torah are
holy, Komatz is “Kesser”, Patoch is “Chochma”, and
the holiness of these letters and Nekudos actually
radiate into the Neshamos of the children who are
learning this way, so that they will always remain

YR Y9y (loyal Jews).”

It must be publicized amongst all yidden so that all
parents should know that their child must learn
“Komatz Alef, Patoch Alef”. This is actually a truly

vital matter (vpo» 0>'na 10).

24 Sefer Hasichos 5689 page 44.

P2 MIN 7GHR7 NI DAN - MR - PIPNND YANND IR ,ANDIN MR N 7N - POIND W)

TON TINN NI ,MOOW NN HNINY 292 NIXT XIN NINY NN DI ,009¥0 NI XY JIND NN

N TITN O©MON DXWTNN DXNNN TN NN PNINI PP YNV 7)1 DY .1 HYAVW NN PHINND

) 3 N 2NDY NI NPMIND G0 TN OY 0XTI0N P, NPIIN ORI TN MIND DOWNHYN DN

D22)71NY MONPIARM NN YNV NIV ,PI1NN 292 1Y DNY NN TOY DINNIL T D)0
(07NN L(T7Y PP 9T, NOY D9 20») .MINI PIYY NN P PHINNY Y DNIN
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There has [painfully] risen a [new] generation of
teachers, who seek to uproot from these children the

Kedusha of the letters and nekudos.

They present themselves as 5N 237N, -25V3
oy r72)0, pretending to be interested in the benefit of
the children.But, they are thereby actually uprooting
from the Yidden the Kedusha of the Alef-Beis and of
the Nekudos.

I am telling you, Yidden, they are your biggest
enemies. They are turning these children into
Apikorsim.Hashem should grant all yidden long and
healthy years, o»v) o> MmN, but no one lives
forever. From such children there will not even be a

“Kaddish-Sayer”, o)xsv on.

Yidden! Remember this well, that it is the Cheder
and The Chinuch of your child that will determine the
future of your entire life, namely, that your child

should remain a faithful Yid=2°.

2% Sefer Hasichos 5691 page 159.
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Positive influence

[ was pleased to hear that you succeeded to
influence an educator of small children, to teach the
children in the manner suitable for the holiness of
the letters and the nekudos 9347 NN 71N DY 1y Y5 *9N
. 2726 79753y @YD D 910 1Y M99 2959 M0 NYIY

IOV Y P 71D VDTN PO WP MK 28

2" 1gros Kodesh vol. 13, page 386.
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N9vYIN
:28NIVN MDD NDD

DY ,7N (YD DOYYIN I DNNYI2 NY) XD PV DI NXIAP]
NDD2 DMIX YIOX ,NY DDX2Y ,MNT-NTIVN 02,5790 ,XIN2 100N ,pren
NP 7PN ONTIAY NYWA DONON OV NNNN PNV DIOSPIN TNX [MN
DXIP ONTIAY MINX 1D DY ,2INTINN D)) DIVIR DX DNV 1D DR
DN VIR [N .DMNIN-0XI119Y DTVIN XINY ,0ND 9INY] 1OV TIwnd
2N DX IIRY 121D 129010 NNNNHD TN TRY XIN ITIIY YOO
VIIRN MY ,0XTIN? DIINY NN DNN DI TR DNIAD NN PPN
DTN DN MOON 0721991 NIND) PIINND 19D 9N

DNV T35 NONND DIPN DI PRV INIYV PPN INWI 12397 172YY N1 5D
DIXPY DWIN DXNPIY XIN DN TIOW TN ,0ND X NN, D>
NOV YT, IPYTRTI NP0 95 DY MTHN JMIX TINA TNOD DMN DN
,DOVNNNM DXINN N M) NPTHN INMND NNPNXA M YTNND DOY
INDYY TN ,DOTININ NP DNXIN TAX DININ 1IN NXIN NNNDNID)
DTN IV TIIDNN ITNHDY DNYYN DOXVIN DOTINID N NIV MMpPNRD
PPN WO 193 PTPHRD MDD DY TANR GRI PHNRND D1 DX PR 1D O
Rivply

DYPORN D3 DN YR DPIY NN DNOY NIONNY NYTO NXM)

INDY XD NAVAY 7TON NN NI ,R8NDOWD DTN DN DONTIN NMINIPNRD
MINY IWYTN IMNX DIRND (ONNNN O MIAVN <MD D 0) NN DIPISN D
19 Y219 5 IONN DOYYIN DSN MNAYW X¥N) 71PN 0290 WINMYY )T
2o¥1 N9 DN D3NN 0) DXWTY 9ON N3 1D) TNIONN 19N NONNY

VIYANRYY N7NYIPINT YOI JNI AW 1IN NPUPD NN N9 Y 190 Tinn 2
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DNVPN DXTDNY KD PIY W DITINON INNY YTV NN THX 12T P ,000
9977 N NINTY XDO) J9INDY YOI TIND MYNN NI M GONN OX 1D
PSP D3 G NYT DY NOY XD NN PIYY N2 IR 10U MTOON N0
DOYTY DNN O )2 DY, 11D MOANNNA TN R D192 2 NN TINIDD M)NI)
2 9UND YN T 9PN 121 .OOIMNIN DITINY DNRY )20 1N NNY
N GON NDP T MR DDIPNRY IND YTIP YT DWIVYY 1N NITHN Nava
D>1IMYN DNN I PEP IMNX TN MY, )N OWXI DD OY 11912 XNHP)

13D WX TIT2 MOND M) DIV 91D RY NINIY DTN DNNX D
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Part 2

Questions and answers

At which stage may we begin blending
letters with Nekudos
The Rebbe writes?29:

Regarding your question, whether it alright to teach
children [to blend] the letters and Nekudos which
they have mastered already, although they do not as
yet know ALL of the Nekudos?

Answer: There is no specific ruling in this matter.

And, although it would seem more practical to teach
them all the Nekudos in one stretch, without an

interruption of something else.

Nevertheless, on the other hand, since this is an
pedagogical question, it is advisable to base its

answer according to the level of the students of the

29 Igros Kodesh vol. 8, page 39.
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class, considering their capabilities in absorbing the

lessons.
Does one have to teach ALL the letters
before beginning Nekudos?

In regard to your fundamental question, whether it is
necessary to first teach ALL the letters in their order,
and only afterwards may one teach them the

Nekudos,

Or, once they have learnt one or several letters, may

we teach them the Nekudos for these letters?

Answer: it is alright to teach them the Nekudos for
the letters that they have learnt already, as well as

blending etc.30
The order in teaching syllables

[Although| we3! are supposed to teach the Alef-Beis
and the Nekudos before teaching mnan (syllables).
Nevertheless, when actually teaching the mHan, one

does not have to follow the order of the Alef Beis.

30 Shaarei Halacha U’Minhag, volume Yoreh-De’ah, Page 194.
31 Sichos Kodesh 5728, page 506.
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The shapes of the Alef-Beis letters

When the Alef-Beis are firstly introduced to a
child, it must be presented in its true (and natural)
shape, and not in similar shapes, which may leave
an impression on the child that this similar shape is

the TRUE shape of the letter.32
Colorful Letters?
The Rebbe writes33:

“You ask whether it is alright to design the Alef-Beis

in colors etc.

Answer: One may do whichever way will arouse better

interest of the children.

The order of the Nekudos

32 Yagdil Torah (Israel), Teshuvos-Ubiurim in Shulchan Aruch, chapter 152.

33 Igros Kodesh, volume 23, Page 83.
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The order of teaching the Nekudos should be
according to our specific custom, as printed on the

the Alef-Beis chart, siddur and study-books.

And besides the fact, that this specific order is based
on fundamental holy reasons, it has an educational
benefit too, that the child will not get confused, when
learning the Alef-Beis sometimes at home and

sometimes by various teachers

(Additionally, the child is already accustomed to hear
at home that we begin with “Komatz-Alef-Aw”. Thus,
it would be more beneficial that the child begins with

“Komatz” and not “Patach”.)34.

Teaching children before 3 years of age
The Rebbe writes3>

MY 7)Y NN 0YY MHNY BN ,91ND 1INV MITIN U//)”

09171 %22 0) ONAY ,NNY 191N 1IN MIN V7N, 10TPNY IN

9119 PN ATINIY ,HNIYY N2 N193 NN DY NN Y
;97730 B 1Y 91N N9

3 Shaarei Halacha U’Minhag, volume Yoreh-De’ah, Page 197.
% Igros Kodesh Vol. 14, page 40.
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PR INY 970 HHTNINRD MHININA YOINS NDON 7Y ON YaN
TPINDA NIYP IINRY H%32 TINNN Y9I XD 11090 DY Py 575 It
SMINRD

N9 DY /) WD 97 D0V /) 299 195N 09911 DI
97 599 ,36RT 19992 0901 YW/IN PRI XY DAN 799 DY )
1PN 1329 YD DI 1999 ,AN5a THINHY 97¥a TIY 122 PHNY VI
PYIY NN D) MOV NNINN /O R PID W N’ 9N
3701007999 790 97790 99 N7931 $INaa

Concerning the question whether to begin teaching a

child below the age of 3:

There are those who refrain from teaching a child
under 3 years old.. However, I have not seen Anash

following this practice.38

In any case, we can differentiate between one

teaching a child orally as to teaching him textually.

NN2DN) YN NI9DKY : 436 7Y MADIND 27N MINITH 9902 5w 379y, PDINT v

592N NN PNTNRY N 7N WOV 120 NN PNNI Y2IN N2 INMONYI - (AT v

219915 191 X N NIP MTIPIN OY 172 79RND NPMIN DNIP D S1INN ON

M0y TR P MR

38 Note : The Alter Rebbe’s paternel Grandmother, Rochel, related: “When [ was 4 years

old, and my brother less than three, I would teach him how to say Brachos, as well as

how to read the letters of the Alef-Beis with the Nekudos, Komatz Alef UH. Likewise with
the rest. « (Sefer Hazichronos, Volume 2. (supplement) page 436).
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DN 97 DT 129 17 19202 99)90 ©ITI901 IINNY 1129 99N
NI , 01272 DAYMAN HNINY NA 0INN NNYY T8 PN N1
MANN MTAPY 919 Na PININY 7279901 192103 N/NRT NN
2IVaM NHYNY 9703 DINN 7N 1Y DY 3705 23, 00NN MAN)
397,101 NNV

Part 3
Practicalities

In light of the above, let us now examine our

approach and techniques in teaching this to our

children. For we must acquire the “know-how”.

For this goal, we must turn to the experts in this
field and draw a plan, how to successfully teach our

children to read, without “confusing” them or

SN T VDTN P WP TN 0
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“turning them off” o)sv» on, but rather, the contrary,
to help them become good and fluent readers, n9wya

ovn.

The following 1is based on the advice,
instructions and guidelines given by Rabbi Hodakov,
n7y, Rabbi Y. B. Raices »nmv (Renowned expert, and
very successful in this field for over half a century,
n7yp), as well as many other Rebbeim and other

sSources.

[t goes without saying, that the following is
contingent to the specific circumstances of the
situation, namely, the level of the child and his

capabilities.

Without getting too elaborate (due to the limits

of a mere article), the basic guidelines are as follows:

After the child has been taught and mastered the
Alef-Beis letters, and he knows their names as well
as all the Nekudos too by their name (Komatz, Patoch
etc.), he is ready for the second step, - to combine

letters with Nekudos.
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Now, at this point, it is imperative to give a

fundamental introduction.

There are basically two distinct techniques in

teaching “Komatz Alef Aw”:
1) The popular Shita:

a) After teaching the child all the letters and
Nekudos separately, by their real names, the teacher

shows the child a letter with a Nekuda underneath it.

For example, the teacher shows him a x and tells
him to repeat after him: “Komatz Alef Aw”. Then he
shows him 2 and tells him to repeat after him:
“Komatz Beis Baw”. and likewise with all the other

letters and Nekudos.

b) Then the teacher trains him to merely
whisper the words “Komatz Alef” and only say aloud
“Aw” and the same with “Komatz Beis”, to merely
whisper the words “Komatz Beis” and only say aloud

&« B aW” .

c) Then, finally, the teacher trains the child to

“skip out” (or, just “think” in the mind) the words
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“Komatz Alef” and “Komatz Beis” , and just say “Aw”

“Baw” etc.

Now, this technique can be difficult and taxing

on a child, and according to many expert

Mechanchim, may hinder the child’s development of

reading skills. For, at first he is told that »y” is three
words “Komatz Alef Aw”. Then he is told to whisper
two of the three words and only say “Aw” aloud. Then,

he is finally told that it is merely “AW”.

This can, indeed, be confusing and leave the

child “stuck” with “whispering” at a later stage too.

2) The Shita of the nxnvpY Nan:

[t must be prefaced, that the only Sefer designed
for teaching children how to read, that was published

by Chabad, is the Sefer nxpb Nan.

In the introduction of the Sefer “nxopY XNy 11y,
there are specific guidelines from Rabbi Hodakov a’h
on this topic, as how to use the NxPY X1an in a most

successful way.
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It is also noteworthy to mention, that if anyone
has encountered difficulties in using the NN pPY Nan
it may very well be due to the lack of knowledge of
the correct technique and Shita that was intended for

the NxpPY Nan.

Incidentally, Rabbi Raices, as well as many
other Rebbeim, report that he has used the nNan
Py method for many, many years and has seen

much success.

It must also be noted, that Based on the Rebbe’s

words, that there is no need to rush, so that the child

should master the skill of reading quickly, the
method of the nxpY Xan might indeed appear to be
a NP NOX 777, a long but short road. It is a slower

process, but also a very thorough approach. If we

take our time, and do sufficient nawn, we will n7ya be

very successful.
The following is the technique of the nNoPY NaN:

a) After teaching the child the letters and
Nekudos separately, by their real names, the teacher

shows the child the following three independent
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objects, in the same line and in sequence (from right

to left, obviously): NN .

b) The teacher then proceeds with the following
three steps: 1) pointing to the _the teacher says with
the child “Komatz”. 2) Next, pointing to the x the
teacher says with the child “Alef”, 3) then, finally, the
teacher points to the x and says with the child “Aw”.

Then the teacher does the same with all the

letters and Nekudos.

In other words, the teacher does actually say
with the child the three words “Komatz Alef Aw”, but
he does it in a sequence of three consecutive,

distinctly written steps.
The advantages of the nx»pY X1an method are:

1) From day one, the child is consistently saying

the same thing. A Komatz is always called a Komatz,

an Alef is always called an Alef, and -mainly- the N is
always “AW”. In other words, the child does not have
to change his description of what the n stands for.
is not called “Komatz Alef Aw”, but rather “AW”. This
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is the same exact way he will read n throughout his
whole life. This approach seems to eliminate the
confusion of the three stages of a) first “saying” then

b) “whispering” and finally c¢)“thinking” (and

“skipping out”) the words “Komatz Alef”.
It is obvious, based on first-hand experience of
Kriah-teachers, that for many children, it is often

helpful to compliment the »nxPY Nan with the

popular Shita, that is, to have him also “whisper” the

words “Komatz Alef” before reading the », and
likewise with the other letters and Nekudos. And for
this purpose, the teacher will use the ... )22 x chart,

printed on the reverse side of the Alef-Beis and

Nekudos chart, in the Siddur (and nxapY Xan). This

will eventually aid the child in the NN pPY XN,

2) This Shita emphasizes, and is more consistent

with the Rebbeim’s Shita of separating the letters

from the Nekudos! For in the other Seforim, they do
not (physically) separate the letter from the Nekuda.
They put it all (the letter and the Nekuda) together as
one unit ) 22 x etc. and they tell the child to read it

as “Komatz Alef Aw”, “Komatz Beis Baw”, etc., This is
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not the case with the nnapY Man, where each part is
distinctly separated x x _etc.

Now, concerning the uniqueness of the nNyan

nNopY, I would like to share a few additional points:

1) About 30 years ago, Rabbi Shmarya Katzen
»ny, who had been teaching children out of the Nyan
NPy, wrote a letter to the Rebbe, that he was told
by friends that there are advantages in other Seforim
over the nNPY Xan, so he asked whether it would be
alright for him to change from nxpY X1an to another
Sefer.

The Rebbe answered: nnwo &Y N7, that the Rebbe
prefers that he should not change to the other books.

2) I once asked Rabbi Hodakov about the Alef-
Beis-script that is printed on the inner cover of the
Kehos writing-book, n1ann, (replaced nowadays by
another one) whether this specific style of script was

chosen randomly, or, was it checked over by the

Rebbe.

His answer: “In order to answer your question, I

will have search through the archives which is quite
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difficult to be done presently. However, I can
guarantee you, that absolutely nothing was ever
published by Kehos, without having been checked
over by the Rebbe (and - the Frierdiker Rebbe, in his

times).”

In light of the above, one may rest assured that

the same applies to the nxPY Nan.

3) The technique and method of the nn»PY NN

(versus the others) is also consistent with the Rebbe’s

Horo’oh, mentioned earlier, that once the child has
learned several letters of the Alef-Beis, we may begin
teaching him Nekudos for those letters, as well as
teaching him how to combine the letters with the

Nekudos.
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Part 4

Compiler’s notes

1) Some teachers expressed some difficulty in
using the NPy Xan due to the fact that it is very
concise. It does not provide sufficient exercises-
pages, and for some Nekudos, it is lacking the 3-step
procedure. This might be due to the financial
constraints of those days, when the NP Nan was

printed.

There is however a “solution” to this: the “ xyanb 91y
nNpY”, which complements the »nNApY Nan, by
providing sufficient pages for practice etc. (available

in Judaica book-stores).

3) Assuming that a specific child is, unfortunately,
not capable, for whatever reason, to “handle” the
method of learning of “Komatz Alef Aw”, “Komatz Beis
Baw”, and needs to use a "different" method than the
Mesorah. Then, one must obviously ask a Chasidishe

Rav and Mechanech as what to do.
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A suggestion (contingent to the Rav’s P’sak): As
an introduction to his learning, at least have the
child verbalize all the names of the Alef-Beis and the

names of the Nekudos, while showing them to him.

So that this child too, will benefit from all (or at least
most of) the special advantages, that a child gets, by
learning it the proper way, namely, the Kedusha of
the holy letters and Nekudos, that enters into the
child only when he actually verbalizes the holy names
of the letters and Nekudos (as explained at length in

the holy letters and Sichos).
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Part 5

“Sounds” Okay?

Do the letters of the Alef-Beis have “sounds” of
their own, (“phonics”) or not? In other words: Is it
alright to tell a child that an Alef makes the “Ihh”

sound, Beis makes the “Bhhh” sound, and so on?

In other words, to “pretend” as if the letters have

a Sheva under them.
Answer:

Letters on their own (without any Nekuda, not even
a Sheva) can not make any sound. Nor do any of the

Nekudos alone (without a letter) make any sound.

An Alef is just “an Alef” and Komatz is just “a
Komatz”; Only when they are combined together

(“Komatz-Alef”), does it make any sound (“Uh”).

Therefore, to say that a Beis makes “Bhh” — like a

Shva Beis, is actually putting a sheva under the Bais.
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Likewise, a Komatz alone doesn’t make “Uh” — That’s

a Komatz Aleph. A Komatz on its own is Komatz.

The Explanation:

In the following Sicha%?, the Rebbe elaborately
discusses the above point (that letters are audible
only when they are joined with a Nekudo), with the

following explanation:
(English translation)

“When a Nekuda, for example “Sheva”, is
combined with a letter, it then has a definite

sound.

40 Hisvaaduyos 5742 page 2197.

The following is a verbatim transcript of the the Rebbe’s Sicha, 18 Elul 5742:
MMPN NN VIVY .1IIN PP NN PN KIY PN IN INDN YTON K RPN P DN DY DN YPNN NTD .7
TN X PN HND ,MINONI T 09 WAN DND ,)IYY WT D»OW

PN 922 DN 1772 YT [IN], NP8 X UPOY ¥ JIYONIN DN ,7HPYNIL7 DINTD DYWL IWTN /NN VINTD Nywa
YN NIAND W DY ,TPY OIWYN IO YT IR 1D YT TP OIYN ,7HPYRILY VIRV /APYUNRYY VINRYD V) ,N12N
INIY X UMOY 11751 YT OND NYNN N IND OXN

NDNN [NOI] (NDXNN) PR VLPVY DRN NIN X ;123D INSYND PRD LY VD NN NINTV VINIYIR'D TYIN M) MNN]
DNN MN N,V NIY X IWTNR N RIY X NT DN KX PNIWT PR X 2N INSYN PRD .NIY PP 1) DINT WH OOYOV
[.N2>NN 9102 WIN NDNN NOPYNRIL VYIP

ND PR 172 JPONIN DN VON OYT D 1752 DYT M0 W0 DIYN PIPYUNITY DINN T PR INPIIN Y12 190 0N
1IOYRN 1P RO ININ MY WN DIYN M NIRY T TNT DI ,MTIPI PP ,MyNn 1p

NNWID ONT DX NPMIN T PN YN T IN,NYIP PR PR DT PR DPOY DX PIN TOPR PN PITPT 7190 PN 01OV
N IYONIN LOYOYND NYWA NNPIND PP V) LRD ,NYNN PP RV ,0IN N GN Y K192 THPWI NN 9N X ,903
NIN DN - NN9 N VYD DY DOOY ,NYNN PO NIN PN - YOP X DD DY DOOLY ,MN YT TT VIPNIN VINDYT ON TP
VYN NT INY .VON WT MO 1M YT MO P DI PIPYRILY VIR NYYD ,0YIN NIY YT DX VTY .0yDn Pn

VNN DY PIY IR DY DN MT PO YTHI PN IWIAN M) NIW X VD DRT TT 0N RT IN ¥ NIW N 00 ONT Y
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For example, the letter a2 from the word

YN

When one pronounces the word n'¥x43, we are
able to hear the sound of the letter 3, because it

has a Xav underneath it,

Otherwise, we would not be able to hear the

[sound of the] Beis. We would just read it as n*¥n4.

Likewise, the ’'n at the end of the word, is also
heard, because it has a Nekudah (xav), although it
is technically not printed there, due to various

reasons?!.

The Rebbe explains:

41 This answers the question that many ask: “There are many words in the
Torah that end with a letter that has no Nekudah. For example, the word
YNNI, or 23, the 'n at the end does not have any Nekudah - so how is it that
we do read the letter 'n ?!”.

The Rebbe answers this here (in the Sicha), saying, that in truth, the 'n does
have a Nekudah (- a my>-xav), but, due to various reasons, a n3-xaw at the end of
(most) words has not been actually printed. But the Nekudah is really there.
And the same applies to all words that end with a letter that has no Nekudah
printed there, that they really do have a Nekudah, and that’s how it can be read.
A possible additional proof to this: When we read the name 75w in the Torah, we
do not read it Yesas-char, with two y»v, but rather, Yesachar. (Perhaps) this is
because the second ¥ does not have any Nekudah - so it has no sound.
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When a Nekuda is combined with a letter, it serves
the same function as the Neshama serves for the
body. That is, just like the body is stationary and

motionless before the Neshama enters the body.

So too, a letter without a Nekuda is the same. It

is inaudible.

In other words, the Nekuda causes the letter

to “move”*?, so to speak, and become audible.

Thus, Place a Komatz with an Alef - it
becomes Aw, place a Patach with an Alef - it

becomes Ah..”.
Likewise regarding Nekudos:

In describing*3 the advantage of the Nekudos on the
Alef Beis chart published by Merkoz L’Inyonei
Chinuch (versus other charts), the Rebbe says, on
our chart, the name of each Nekudo appears under
its shape: “because a Nekuda’s shape must be

described by its actual name (“Komatz”, “Patach”),

42 Sefarim explain, that this is why a “nekudah” is also called a “nynn” (=
“Movement”).
#1gros Kodesh Volume 1 Letter #103 - quoted above on page 11.
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but any other description (e.g. “Uh”, “Ah”) would be

presenting the Komatz as if it had a letter with it”.

Consequently, the Rebbe doesn’t hold that
nekudos are called by their name, or are audible

when they are attached to a letter.

(The Baal-Shem-tov explains4* this quite

similarly:

44 Kesser Shem-Tov, chapter 352.

Additional references:

INNODNI) DNT WD AN 797102 NWN JINX 1IN0, AYN AN 1902 27UN NIND

,(2125 ,091999 N7 1NN BN IIMN I'NIN V”7YYAN DV WD IYTNON SV 'Pn
;97

NY 9NIY 9195 95 (9191 N ¥9I9) MNA NN MYIN JAY 29D MPNIN HNNRIPI MNIPINY

NY 29 0179 772 2V AN NINI NIN APNINN IYIN MINA 19 WD Y73 yyannh Yoy

JLAPN YHa MN DIY XVAY 179)

NYP” NN 2 59D 72 PON ,ADI0N NDPY 1I19DA TN NNOY 2771 AN D)
19329109 12N 29 MYNN 2NT2 INYPI 11920 MON NN MPNINI MTPIN NN
N0 YNNI IN YN )N ONX SN — NDINI MYIII )N HNT Y92 ON)Y )8y 293
MINY ¥ X1 5 N7 18 XA XY 1NN 903 YaN NI IS 179NN Na)

599 /01 HNM RIY Y /AN INH — NYYNIL 19 5VINIY NN

ANY TIND D7) 29D ANONN 121D L,NPNIND 102 DN MTIPIY PR M
P PITIN NN MY NHVYY NN NIY N7/91NN NIRSINAY 7/NHa GIN”N TUN 093290
PRY 191 719 NN ,NNP 1INV MINDN 1TV %3 9N MNPINY NN 009
,TIPIN DY INNND OV NN ONYD DWN 1990 1199 XoY 7AW ,9NNN 793 9HN )5
PRY 2,70 7L OPMND MANEN 197 IINI N9 198YY 19V XY OV )0 MNP

JIPIMND MONNND PN IYRY” NINY I9IN MTIPIN DX MIPD

;970 109 17y, 0P DINPY INSD JTHNY” Y MIN 20 DV NI XN TN

NON , NP GONR 7779 GIN NP 19 ,NIND NP NHIPIN RVANA PNYTPN VN NYPY

MTPIN 977Y N5 NN NPMHND DNY PPN 0N ,NYNN 1Y PN NP Y93 MINY 91

;02123 , 1109 IPIIND QI NPY N1 9778 /99 ,09NPY INSN 195 U7, Mynn ony
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“Why do we say “Komatz Alef Aw”, the Nekuda
before the letter, and not the reverse, “Alef

Komatz Aw”?

It is because, a letter without a Nekuda has
no sound nor movement. Thus, the Nekudah is the

Ikar”.

Consequently, the Alef Beis letters are not to be
treated the same as, 720>, the letters of the English
Alphabet, that are taught by “phonics”45.

MNPIN DAY DINPIN 1 Y MNP NPIIN PP 1179 ,INSH 0N MNPIn 7y
7 PTIND MOI0LN

%5a) The practical reason why they do so in regard to teaching the English
language is obvious:

More than half of the letters of the English Alphabet (CEFGHLMNRSUWXY),
begin with a sound that is NOT used while reading the word that begins with
that letter.

For example: “Fun” begins with the letter “F”. But, how do we pronounce the
letter “F” - “Eh-ff”. It begins with “EHH”, and then comes “FFF”.

That’s why the teacher must demonstrate to the child that an “F” at the
beginning of a word is not “EHH” but rather, “FFF”. Consequently, the teacher
gives examples for the letter “F”, like saying “F” is for “Fun”.

In Lashon Hakodesh, however, ALL the Letters begin with the SAME sound as
the letter will be read. So the above method is not needed. The child will pick
up its sound just from hearing the pronunciation of the letter itself!

This is analogous to a teacher who is teaching the children the colors red and
yellow, by showing them a red sheet and a yellow sheet. It is, of course, not
necessary to also add and say “Yellow as a Banana, and Red as a Tomato”!
Because the child is already SEEING the colors.
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Thus, the letter “Beis” alone (without a Nekuda)

is not “Bhh”.

In short: before the Beis is combined with a

Nekuda, it only has a “Name” - “Beis”.40

It follows, that it is therefore incorrect to show

to a child a picture of a house along with the word n’a
(house) and tell him that the “sound” of the letter “a”

is like “ma”. or, to tell a child named “qy73”, that the

Likewise with the Alef Beis, the child already hears the correct sound of the
letter Gimmel when it is pronounced by the teacher, so why add “Gimmel for
Grass”.

b) As for the purpose of “association”, as some teachers suggest that it’s too
difficult to have a 3-4 year old child memorize 27 letters! So, the teacher
associates the letter with a familiar name or object, and says to the children
“Samech is like circle”, for example, etc.

However, experience has proven this to be totally superfluous!:

After only a few days into the school year, ask any 3 year old KG child the names
of his classmates, and he will tell it to you as quick as the blink of an eye!

And let’s say that one day a new child arrives into the class, the children will
remember his name within a few minutes.

Well, likewise, the teacher can introduce the shape of a particular letter of the
alef beis to the children, as if it’s introducing a new child, and just repeat it
several times. Just watch how quick they’ll pick it up!

Obviously, some children may need more Chazara than others. So, who’s
rushing?!
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letter Beis sounds like [the beginning of] his name

“?HWETI”,

- For the letter Beis, as all letters of the Alef-Beis,

per se, have no sound!

It is only after the two individual objects (the
letter and the Nekuda) are joined together, that it

creates an audible sound+7.48
And from the Hashkafa point of view

A) Whatever we teach a child, especially at such a

young age, must be totally nnx.

Since the letters on their own are soundless, so

how can we say to a child who is named 73, that a is

like 7v2. when 712 begins with a “Komatz Beis”.

47 The same applies to all the Nekudos, which serve as “the Neshama” to the
Letters. For example, “Komatz” alone is not “AW”. It is rather only named
“Komatz”. Once it is combined with a letter, it gets an audible sound.

# [Regarding the claim that the Rebbe has verbally approved otherwise, please
take note of the Igros Kodesh,(Free translation):

I have said numerous times: 1) I am not responsible for what others
say in my name. 2) A response to one person (individually) - does not
obligate another, especially not an institution (references of original text:
N AN VYIN P MV N0 AN N7ON /P NN |
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B) as mentioned, The Frierdiker Rebbe (and other
Gedolei Yisroel) waged the biggest wars against the
shita of the maskilim and “new methodologists”,
whose shita was to show a child x and tell him “This is

Aw”. 2 “This is Baw”. Etc.

(the point being, that they did not FIRST teach
them the names of the letters and the names of the

nekudos.)

Thus, it follows to say, that if I show a child a two

syllable word, such as xax and say “This says ABAH”,

Or, for the same matter, if I put up a chart that
says “Nyn” (with or without the nekudos) and point to it

2 »

and say “This says “Vayeitzei”..”,

This is apparently similar to showing a child a
[single syllable word] 2 and saying “This is Baw.” For
what’s the difference between a single-syllable word and
a two-syllable word. Thus, if it’s incorrect to do sight-
reading of a single-syllable word, 2 2 u, it is most
certainly incorrect to do so with two or three-syllable

words — 192 or N¥.
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And this is so, regardless whether I am

emphasizing that they should read /remember it or not.

Remember! We want to instill as much Yiras

Shamayim as possible. So, let us try do our best.

Especially, since academically speaking, there is
absolutely nothing to be gained by the child, by
pointing out that “Beis” sounds like “Boruch”, more
than clearly verbalizing to the child the letter “Beis”.

Doesn’t Beis sound like Beis?!
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SUPPLEMENT

Two Letters from the Frierdiker Rebbe

VU NYURI VTN 'O 172
o2
THN Y2 1IN JPOY NI T2 YT
Y DY NN NN
11592 DYV

TINDD DOWTNNNND NVY NN NAVN XN IUX IR YT SNYNY
NNDNA NMN TIPON ITOI KDY X X IND ,TNA MTIPIN OY NYPMIND
PIY MO Y (N :1PIT IR DOYVN NI ,X GPINX NN N GPIN X\HPP MIAN
DN PNNN NN AR MNROND IWAX X (2 .132 7270 W[N] MTIPIN
DY97)9N OYTNIYND DINNN TN NTIPIN DY MND (O IMNIND ROV TWIN
JVOPRN MAYN INYI ,MTIPI NY PRY DIININD NOY3A

NNOY NN NN NWYTP NN YD 927N ONTY PYTRTN DN PIy MDD Min
5¥32) (73] 259 DTN 730 N7YD NI NI N'NIN PN WD) NN
N'N9OPINY YA VTN PO TIN DY PNXR (NTIN TINRY 190D 12NN0N
PYTRTN PIY DTN NN NNN NTO2 NIV NWITPN ININD YT D))

NI 97Y DYDY 1O 7Y

NPMINAY? D73) ,0W NIRD DN INIPA TV NON YIPN NN XNNPN
MNYN DWTPY VI NOYNRY M9 PYIY PN NN DTRY MTIPIN
D DN INWVITPA MITIPINY N D73y 7MITIPIN NPMINDD DINRSPN

JPNIND
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1992 N ,NIA 2D W N2 MITIPIN PIY MO5I31 7D 12T IPTY)
DMIPNRN PONY DY DYDY ,DOD0WNN POINNT 1205 %71 DY ON[NI»AD
19) 115 DYNWN I NN DMNON ,MNNN NITN OD5NNI NNNN NWYTP

MTIPIN NYITPA DD

NoYNA N2 H2TO W NAINY MITIPIN PIY MDD NYTE 1D 0) NN PIIN)
NNRIND PNTIN NVKY T9D2 DITIV XN NYYN PXNYND 132 20N NP
MY VNIPINID IR VTN NN MNODNA ,OPMINN DY D M

.ON-VIN

NNOY 2120 PYPT RN TIAR VRN N DITIN PRIN DY I STIRYY
273 119 DTN VTN PNIN 1T DY ON PRYM /N D2IPN 1902 NYYN
AV DYTY W1 DYTH TOON AW TYT 977102 HIRTY ) 1Y IR VIR DY
NN NN I INX MY D 1IN ,ADOT) 717200 DIPNA XA L, 7791
DNVP DN D FTPRI,INT DINNY TPY DOW O YINN,NOYN OV 7125
592) AN DO NN N2VTY NTIN POY 1Y) TNY .21 DNHWH 1ADD
PN NOOAN NN IWNX MTIPIN DN D 12DYUM ,NNN NON DD ININND
NYMN MHOT IWUNRY ,D9DN MINYY P/NY DIPNA PN N’AY DIPNIA
,02VN NOPYP WX MTIPINM NPMIN DN, D¥PA TN P2 NPT NN NOW N2
T2 DY ONDI INND L PT DOUPIM DNIVPN DD ITYI XD DN THNX
TVAYNY ,LAVN AMIN /M ,1PDY TN DN NPNDN NN YINI NIYOIM
TUNR DXNVN TYYN ODID) ,NNNY TUR JPNN ODIX 20NN NPND HIN M

TN TR NIN TIT N, TOY N

,2900 IPOYN NN MYYD ,XIN T2 ANV WM ,NIYP AN 01N ROLNN
N ND N L,IPPYY 90N AR NVIYY NI IUR IRV 90N NN INY TN

29 1IN PIPYTI — HMIN . OMNY HYNINY DY DT N7 NN . M
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IPOYN NN IPIW NINY,NNT TIY XON D900 YMWYD 197N DX NNV 7102
, 7292 5905 YMVYYY WIVN

ON2 )N DN PIND ,NNT T22) W) LXYA DI DIRVINYD D) NN)
DN NN DY DTNRYNDY DRIW ¥TD> DY TIDD TN D M) NONNTON
JYoN nnNa

D55 POPUNI T INNON NONY DNNN NNONN NXPN NN PYTRTN NN
MOININ ANINM PAYNN NNOND NOX NIPNY ,N2 MNYON MNONN
920NN NN NIANN XIIXD DNV, MNONN NPT WINN WITP MOONY
NSVN 7N 9[0] NPNY,PYTRTN NNON D) NN 1D ,NNNIY MHOONN NNNA
93) NN NDNN WITPY 13D POTN NI N7 DPNN MY H59NNN 9N
VYA NYTO PYTRTN NNON Y D915 191 ,KIN1N 71092 IN N2NAY NINON

DONOYT D152 DY MYATI NNINN YIS

AN (2,772 NI XN MNM NPNIND NV (N DIV N NN
IOV P NN PYTPTN NNONA DN L,NYON NN NONY DMINDN VI
RwJa]6)]

19 10 MVYTPN TITIPIN 23,92 NN N29NN MM NPMIN NYAN NV1a
N NNNVLN NNNNRN NYITP .2 XVIN OIRVIANND DN TYNRI) NPIMIND
VIO NNDIN NI DAN ,NINDY RINII MYyapn D1Ind M2y on
MVYIN NOYN DNIY 22D 7252 DAV KON NPN,PITPTN NNON 97y BY2INDN

DYDYV INIAN MY NYINA YTNHYA NN

TAY (2 NN (X ,DO1IY W ¥ PYTRTN NNON PIya ,mMIsp mona

DNV NN DN NIRI NNONY NWT ROX NN PITPTN NNONAY NIIND
,DYIV NRID NN’ K
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SP20T0) N2 NV NYINN NPIIN KLY ,PITPTN NNONIY NTIAYN YN
DN PTPY N A OTR 921 ,000Y NN NN DN DY NN MON NN
NOTIW NNINN NOYN HY 9971 NONY NTIAYN DOV YT NTRTPA NN W P

TN

NOYNI INODAN NAYY MMNTA OPON NI DONNTOM DIPTPTNIN DD MM
NION - NYON NN - PYTPTN NNON NNM ,NTIAVN TN PYTRTN NNON
TI2YN PIY ON NYOV

NROVN I I DIOVYNN NNON NXIYYD - DNINXD MNTL DAN
NN ONINDY,NYON NNN RONY PITRTN NNON DY NATINNN - ©OHIIN
.DNYOWN N2 NNHPMIND DX TOID5Y MTIPIN NYYTP NN YT

9NN MDDN NN DYTP N2 OMNID,DOPYTSN P79, M7 DINN
1I0N ,0X275WNN NVY TN NMXNT NIAN NNNN NYVITPD IRIW 5535 N
,INMNN NIV INNNX NNV XI9 INID NY WX ,DTYa TITD NN
INT NNN DX DNININ OMNAINM,PYTRTN NNON DY 719 NN 1) NYYUN
TIIOO DN D) YIOXRN ,DODOUNN NVWIA NHLVN NIAON DY DIND NN

LDPON XD T NIV I XN, PYTRT

N DYDYOWNM,DOPXTSN P72 NVYWD DMNININ D27 YTINN NYYIT NADD
NTY DNPA DXIW DOV ,DMININ DTN 20 NN I DN DMY NI
12YD) ,DNTINHD 7)2 dPYNI NIV DY Y PNIAN OXTNN TIDDD DN
WY - D77 DNT 1NN DI DAY - IRV MAN YAX MM DNV NN
NN INIXINY DIAORNM DIN0N YT DY ,N7II) N9 DOYI DOIN NN

NNIND - 0PN MWN - MY DOXYIVY XN INDNN) - IVN - PNONN NIV
TOIIN 277 YTION V/YYIN YTNON DIPITNN P’ PA NOYTHIN NPIDNNN

S9ONY PP Y TR IYTOINN 10 N2 NINT : D990 .. DN .. D780 2O
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2YTPTN DNON TIY 9272 ONININ DTN P YT 7)) WOINYNIN
NPNIND XV DN PNRON DY YR DX TRONNY YN DIPYTSN P TUN
PYTPT 2190 NPNND IN - PYTPTN 21901 190 DIV D2 1MPND MTIPIMN
TIND YPNN DNININ DA - DNN TIIDD OXTNHINNY 1PNNY DNMYNRINN

DTN DININ VAN PYTPTN

LO2IND MYNT 1PN MIRINDM

VA NNV 5102290 NOOND MY NIND ININNI - IV - NN NIV
PIN NNY DYa MIRN PUO TN DY IMOANNYNL X3N2IV9a Y[IIN
NONRY D) NN XN NOON NTY MORYN P2 V1Y D)) NNOOPINS
NY2IN DY 91D IN NHANN NODNN .DYDXIWNN M0 TIND PITRTN Ty
P79 TIN NN VIYY TORNDN SUNY NIDY DOWTN NYIWI NOWNIN DY WY
MYSN TN 9PN 902 Tnyw - DY 272 - PIN NNN JY2 IINDIRN

PYTPTN TINY PIya D) DY) DY DY DIOVNN

DOVYTPN 1M IPOMIAN P 1IN NIX TR PNTD PYTRTN NN Tndd
NYYTP N2IVY NTMNNY NN WD NI 92Y0 TN YT 07)2) N9
,M2 121191 NII0N NN T MWUN 12N DY INIANI MTIPIN NPMIND
PN TN NTNROY L YNINND TITL NN 1D DY IWUNY L0900 N IPINNY

.72 D)D) DT NN T ON DI DD

DXXVINT NINN MITNA D) M 1Y NYPa DNV WYX T WNT)
IDONM ,ONIY YT OT1HOY YDA DIND NNNN NN DOYNP ,0Mva)a
DY INMIVY DN P DVITPY DINV PA DYTAND DWVYTPN DNINN NN
NTA DNMWYNI D) WX DNND TN NT DX HIPHM 07NN DMINON
YD) NN DYPAYNI ORIV 1P DMNN DD NLYA DI NNN NN TN

199NN DY ¥787 PITN NP AN 37N .. 02290 NYOON !
97PN NN IHND PRIRNY PN N7 WA 37D rop-Dvinrm Pynb >
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DYN DYPHRYN MNNM DMNNM ,MSNM NNNN AN MNIND DXTIN
720YM XPYN DYOINY MY INNND) ‘N N9D DO OMATH YN
N 0N PN MNIN NXIT INIPIP ,TVIN NIV DOINN , M52 MMV
D>TI2D71N 93 DY NNIN NYA MN ,ORIYI DN DD IRDIVI NNIVN
NN NXYD) YA NPONI TNYD MNNN NIINN DRIV DXIWIN DN
DOXNVNNI DMV DIRVIND MINN D¥INN NADY NXAN NAIM 2T

.DNNN NN

9PN 522 TNYY DIIX MIVWIN N7NNA TYNX DIIWIN DXNNM DI TNRONN
DYNNNITNIYN IR MIYRD DX YTHIDI MDY ,0°0¥20 IR NI 12D 1Y
DY 9PN 9521 00 PYD MDY DYDY VIINDT MMIVN NNNA MNNHM

MTIPIN NPMRD NYITP DX PINNY

YIN 9N YWINDAP IWN DIVITPN 1M IMIAN P 1NN 1712 NHap
N TIN2 972WN DY TN NONNN DYV DNNDTPN DY ONT TY NT NN
172PN AWUR OO AN THYN P NINY KX GIN ¥HP N1 N0 NP T
TOON NDIDN IWNR NININ NNT ,NHP TIPI2 /N MINXI NYRIN AT NN

LDMNWYNIN MI9DN TANI ININDY NN 1NN XN VThD

INDION IWR YT 15N 5Y 1292 NYIAPI NNNV MINNNI IWITPN 19 NND
DNIAN YT DI P NNN NNV DWIT 10V HVID NN 1NN XIN ITND
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