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THIS SH'VA GUIDE BELONGS TO:

NOTE ABOUT THE GRAY NIKUDOT:

Occasionally, texts include words with vowels that are beyond what the children have learned. We present 
these vowels in gray text to communicate that the children may need support to decode these words.

SAMPLE
SAMPLE



 lu
ch

ot
 (t

ab
le

ts
)

le
va

na
 (m

oo
n)

za
yi

t (
ol

iv
e)

ze
vu

v 
(f

ly
)

Listen to the word pairs 
and then circle the 
pictures that start with 
a sh'va, to help Ze'ev 
reach the well.

Use the sh'va cards to play this game!

SYLLABLE-WORD MATCH
SET 

1 1 
PLAYER

2-4 
MINUTES

1. Divide the cards by images 
and first syllables.

2. Match the first syllable to 
its corresponding full word 
and image.

3. Check back to see if you 
matched them correctly. 

 מָלָה1

נְ-

בְּאֵר
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su
kk

ah

se
ch

ac
h

tz
ad

di
k 

tz
ed

ak
ah

sh
ec

hi
na

sh
or

es
h 

(r
oo

t)

ba
llo

on

be
'e

r (
w

el
l)

START 
HERE

זְאֵב
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 שׂלו גמרא

G
en

m
ar

a

s'
la

v 
(q

ua
il)

 דּבשׁ קערה

ka
'a

ra
h 

(s
ed

er
 p

la
te

)

de
va

sh
 (h

on
ey

)

 ניר צדקה

tz
ed

ak
ah

ni
ya

r (
pa

pe
r)

 מערהנשׁמה
ne

sh
am

ah
 (s

ou
l)

m
e'

ar
ah

 (c
av

e)

 תּאנה לבנה

le
va

na
h 

(m
oo

n)

ti
'a

in
ah

 (f
ig

)

For Sefardic or Modern Hebrew pronounciation, kamatz 
and patach, and tzeireh and segol may be interchanged.
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WRITI NG N I KUDOT
Step 2

Listen to the word and fill in the missing nikudot.

 זאב

שׁמע
NIKUDAH BANK
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יָר נְ 

pa
pe

r

נְיָר

בַשׁ דְּ 

ho
ne

y

דְּבַשׁ

אֵב זְ 

w
ol

f

זְאֵב

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1
START 
HERE
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Read two-syllable sh'va nouns.

לָו שְׂ 

qu
ai

l

שְׂלָו 

כָךְ seסְ 
ch

ac
h

סְכָךְ

מַע שְׁ 

S
he

m
a

שְׁמַע

תָּו auסְ 
tu

m
n

ו תָּ סְ
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w
el

l

123
Read  

the sh'va 
syllable

Read the 
second 
syllable

Read the
word

Read the sh'va syllable, then read the word. 
A sh'va can be said faster than a regular syllable.

בְּאֵר

כְּפָר

בְּ

כְּ

ר אֵ

פָר

START 
HERE

NOU NS
Step 4

vi
lla

ge

A pronounced sh'va doesn't occur in the letters 
   .ע and ,א, ה, ח 

It is too hard to say the sh’va sound with these letters.
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תָם   שְׁנָ

וְהָדָר  

בְמָשָׁל  

בְעָשָׁן  

יָה   רְוָ

ף  סָ רְעָדָה  לְאָ

ם  צְבָאָ

סְעָרָה  

אָלָם   גְּ

Read triple-syllable words 
from Tehillim and see how 
when Moshiach comes, lambs 
and wolves will live together 
peacefully.

זְאֵב

כֶּבֶשׂ
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ם   סָ אָ מְ

בְרָעָה  

נְקָמָה  

סָה  וְחָ

בָה   רְחָ

לְדָבָר   
START HERE

לְבָנָה

דָם   בְּיָ

דִי  וְנָמֵר עִם־גְּ אֵב עִם־כֶּבֶשׂ  וְגָר זְ
דָּו  חְ יַ רִיא  וְעֵגֶל וּכְפִיר וּמְ רְבָּץ  יִ

ם׃ וְנַעַר קָטֹן נֹהֵג בָּֽ

ו יָהוּ יא, שַׁעְ —יְ

And a wolf shall live with a lamb, 
and a leopard shall lie with a kid; 
and a calf and a lion cub and a 
fatling [shall lie] together, and a 

small child shall lead them. 
—Yeshayahu 11:6

Torah Source
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אֵב לָבָן wזְ
hi

te
 w

ol
f

טַנָּה מָלָה קְ smנְ
al

l a
nt

1

ן טָ smכְּפָר קָ
al

l v
ill

ag
e

רָא כְּבֵדָה מָ heגְּ
av

y 
G

em
ar

a

3

beשְׂלָו יָפֶה
au

ti
fu

l q
ua

il

emמְעָרָה רֵיקָה
pt

y 
ca

ve

4

יָר לָבָן wנְ
hi

te
 p

ap
er

טַנָּה נָה קְ אֵ smתְּ
al

l f
ig

2

אֵב צָמֵא thזְ
irs

ty
 w

ol
f

wלְבָנָה לְבָנָה
hi

te
 m

oo
n

5

Read masculine and feminine adjective phrases.

לְבָנָה לְבָנָה
יָר לָבָן נְ

אֵב לָבָן זְ
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Step 6

FEM I N I N E /  MASCU LI N E ADJ ECTIVES

In order to describe a noun, we need to know 
if it's masculine or feminine so we can use the 

corresponding adjective with it.  
Many feminine adjectives end with a kamatz and a hey.

טַנָּה קְ

קָה זָ חֲ

רֵיקָה

יְבֵשָׁה

לְבָנָה

טָן קָ

זָק חָ

רֵיק

יָבֵשׁ

לָבָן

sm
al

l
st

ro
ng

em
pt

y
dr

y
w

hi
te

 MASCULIN E
זָכָר

FEM IN IN E
נְקֵבָה
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FEM I N I N E PH RASES

1 
PLAYER

5 
MINUTES

1. Take out the infinitive verb Word 
Vault Cards, indicated by a red 
circle and the lamed prefix.

2. Take out noun cards, indicated by 
the black triangle.

3. Build phrases by combining a noun 
and a verb.

4. Read the phrases and see if they 
make sense.

5. Mix in other nikudah cards for 
greater challenge.

NOUNINFIN ITIVE 
VERB

Use the sh'va Word Vault cards to review adjectives.

ְ
אֵב זְ

w
ol

f

לְבַקֵּר 

to
 v

is
it

wanted 
to

רָצָה/
רָצְתָה 
ל-
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Match the infinitive phrase to its 
corresponding past tense phrase.

תָן רָצָה לָלֶכֶת. שַׁחַר לָקַח.נָ

ר רָצָה לָקַחַת. אֵב יָדַע.שַׁחַ זְ

אֵב רָצָה לָדַעַת. אָשֵׁר יָצָא.זְ

תַן.אָשֵׁר רָצָה לָצֵאת. נָ תָן  נָ

תָן רָצָה לָתֵת. תָן הָלַךְ.נָ נָ
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  is like a . When it's added to the end of a word, 

it means . It's used when we're talking directly to 

someone, like when we come before a and speak to 

him directly, face to face, and he speaks to us.  

When we , we speak directly to so there's 

a lot of words that have a   at their end.

What is the suffix    ?

כָף סוֹפִית

final chof
מֶלֶךְ
king

אַתָּה
you

פַּלְּלִים תְ מִ
daven

ה׳
Hashem
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ף  סַ ר אָ שַׁחַ
בָּצָל וְחַסָּה.

ה שָׂמָה לְךָ  יָּ חַ
בֵּיצָה עַל הַקְּעָרָה.

2 לְךָ  ן חַ אַבָּא טָ
רֶק מַר3. יֶ

א עָשָׂה לְךָ   סַבָּ
גָּס וְשָׁקֵד. אַ חַרוֹסֶת מֵ

Read a short story.

1: roasted 2: ground 3: bitter vegetable

69

S
U

FF
IX

: 
FI

N
A

L
 C

H
O

F

SAMPLE



פָה לְךָ מַצָּה. תָן אָ נָ
לֵאָה דָּגָה לְךָ דָּג."

 1 אָשֵׁר צָלָה
לְךָ עֶצֶם.

תָן עָשָׂה  "נָ
לְךָ קְעָרָה.

אֵב רָאָה  זְ
אֶת הַמֶּלֶךְ.

אֵב  מַר זְ אָ
לַמֶּלֶךְ:

פֶּסַח בָּא!
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Read a sh'va book!Let's Read!

נַעַל לָרֶגֶל
נַעַל לָרֶגֶל

By Nechamy Segal

  Sh'va
ְ

26B
O

O K  #

Use the sh'va cards to play this game!

I MAG E MATCH
SET 

7 1 
PLAYER 1. Lay out the shoe-type cards, with 

the white text box, in one column.
2. Lay out the activity cards, with the 

teal text box, in a second column.
3. Choose a shoe-type card and read it.
4. Match the shoe to the activity its 

used for.
5. Check the back of the card to see 

if the numbers match up. If they do, 
then the match is correct.

6. Play until all the cards are matched 
up.

5-7 
MINUTES

ְ
1

ְ
1

מַגָּף

לָלֶכֶת לַחַוָּה
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Match the word to its corresponding image.

רֶגֶל 

sh
oe

נַעַל

sn
ow

scשֶׁלֶג
ho

ol

גֶּשֶׁם

fo
ot

syהַר
na

go
gu

e

בֵּית כְּנֶסֶת

ra
in

פֶר mבֵּית סֵ
ou

nt
ai

n
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Read names with a sh'va nach.

רָא עֶזְְ תֵּר אֶסְְ

יֵה רְְ אַ

וָה דְְְ חֶ

נֵר אַבְְ

יָה רָהָםבַּתְְ אַבְְ

עָזָר אֶלְְ

יָה טַלְְ

יָתָר אֶבְְ

יָה דַּלְְ

נָן חָ אֶלְְ

The sh'vas here are all resting because they are in middle of a word and 
they don't follow a 'big' nikudah. Patach and segol are 'small' nikudot. 

BI

G NIKUDAH

SM
ALL NIKUDAH BI

G NIKUDAH

SM
ALL NIKUDAH SM
ALL NIKUDAH SM
ALL NIKUDAH BI

G NIKUDAH

SM
ALL NIKUDAH

SM
ALL NIKUDAH

SM
ALL NIKUDAH
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qu
ee

n

123
Read the 

syllable, don’t 
pronounce the 

sh'va

Read the 
rest of the 

word 

Read the 
whole word

A sh'va in the middle of word usually rests, unless it follows 
one of the five pronounced sh'va rules. This means that the 

sh'va becomes part of the previous syllable.

מַלְכָּה

בְתָּא סַ

לְדָּה יַ

מַלְ

בְ סַ

לְ יַ

כָּה

תָּא

דָּה

START 
HERE

gr
an

dm
ot

he
r

gi
rl

Step 13

M IDDLE SH ' VA -  NOU NS

SM
ALL NIKUDAH
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Check off the sentence that corresponds 
to the image above it.

דֶר פֶּסַח. בָּא עָשָׂה סֵ סַ

בָּא עָשָׂה הַבְדָּלָה. סַ

כְּנֶסֶת. בָּא חָזַר מִבֵּית הַ סַּ

פֶר. אַבָּא חָזַר מִבֵּית הַסֵּ

הַבְדָּלָה. יַד נֵר הַ תָן שָׂם יָד לְ נָ

יַד הַשֶּׁלֶג. צֶמַח שָׂם רֶגֶל לְ
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בְתָּא יֵשׁ סֵט הַבְדָּלָה מִכֶּסֶף. לְסַ

בְתָּא יֵשׁ נֵר שֶׁל שַׁבָּת. לְסַ

הַבְדָּלָה

ן. ה יֵשׁ שֶׁמֶ יָּ לְחַ

ה יֵשׁ נֵר. יָּ לְחַ

לְלֵאָה יֵשׁ עָנָף שֶׁל הֲדַס.

לְלֵאָה יֵשׁ מַחַק.
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